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With this view no kinds of gifts will be diſtributed to 
any but thoſe who ſhew a regard to piety and morality, by 


keeping the Sabbath Day holy, and ſetting a. good example 


to children and youth, Such peſons as ſhall hereafter live 


unworthy of regard. : 4 2% 
Allowance will be made for women who have very young 
children, If ſuch perſons cannot poſſibly get their infants 


In the habit of Sabbath breaking will be looked upon as 


looked after in their abſence they had better ſtay at home, 


becauſe they will not be able to attend to the ſervice them- 
ſelves, and the child may diſturb the congregation : but they 
are deſired to ſend in their names, that they may not be 
for tten. : | , 

Sick people of courſe muſt be excuſed ; but it is expected 
that they ſend in one of the tickets on which is printed 
% Prevented by Sickneſs.” —- SO 

Whoever have tickets to deliver are defired to remain in 
their places till the reſt of the congregation are gone our. 

The friends of the poor are willing to think that the- 
number of thoſe who ſtay away from Public Worſhip, 
through contempt of the Sabbath, is not very great, and 
that others will pay attention to a Friendly Remonſtrance, 
which is now offered to their acceptance, by thoſe who 
have their happineſs warmly. at heart, It was firſt of all 


. addreſſed to a ſet of poor 27 who had long abſented 


themſelves from the houſe of : they ſaw it was defign- 


ed for their good, and immediately complied with the 


— 


wiſhes of their benefactors. They have for ſome months 
conſtantly attended Public Worſhip, to their own unſpeak- 
able comfort, and the heartfelt ſatisfaction of thoſe who ad- 
viſed them to go: may the ſame ſucceſs attend our endea- 


- yours here!. and may rich and poor join together in practiſ- 
ing that righteouſneſs which alone exalteth a nation 4 


| ole into whoſe hands the following Remon/irance may 
Fall, are earneftly requeſted to read or hear it with atten- 


tion, that they may not go to the HOUSE OF GOD for 


<vorldly gain, (like the multitude who followed our Saviour 
for the loaves and fbes ), but with hearts ſeriouſly diſpoſed | 


to bear the word of GOD and de it. 


1 


. 


A 1 | 
FRIENDLY REMONSTRANCE, &. 


I PETS ng 2 


HE defign of this little book is, kindly to per- 
; ſuade ſuch of the poor, as have hitherto made 
a practice of ſtaying away from public worſhip, and 
have lived unmindtul of the Chriſtian covenant, to 
have a regard to the commandment of the GREAT 
 Gop of HEAVEN and EAR TR, and the ſalvation of 
their own SOULS. © | 
After the creation of the world it pleaſed Gop to 
inſtitute the SaBBATH, by being and ſanctiſying 
that day, on which He reſted from all his works: 
And when he gave laws to bis choſen people, the 
Iſraelites, he ſtrictly enjoined them to keep holy the 
SarbaTH-Day; and made the obſervance of it a 
'$I6N, to diſtinguiſh the people who worſhipped Him 
as the CREATOR and GovERNOR of t ORLD; 
and whom, on that account, he owned as his PrROPLE, 
Perily (ſaid He) my Sa BBATHS ye ſhall keep; for it is 
a SIGN between me and you throughout your generations; 
that ye may know that I am the Lok D that doth ſanfify 
.you s take you to me as a holy people). Te ſhall keep 
the SABRATH therefore, for it 1s holy unto you. Exo- 
dus xxxi. 13, Whoever, then, would be reckoned 
among the people of Gop, and live under his favour 


and protection, muſt keep holy the Sa BBATH-DAx. 


The way to keep it holy, is to reſt from your 
daily labours, and go to the Houſe of Gop, in order 


to thank him for the mercies which he has beſtowed 


upon mankind, and upon yourſelves in particular; 


and to fill up the other parts of the day with good 


works, reading, and meditation. 
You, whole lot it is to labour for the maintenance 


of yourſelves and families, have but little leiſure in 


the week for what are called religious exerciſes; you 
ſhould therefore rejoice that your CREATOR hath 
_ ſet apart one day in ſeven, in which you may lay aſide. 
your burdens, refreſh your ſouls with heavenly com- 
| R | fort, 
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fort, and prepare for a ſtate of everlaſting reſt and 
Joy.—Inſtead of ſaying, When will the Sabbath be 
gone? you have cauſe to long for its return not to 
ſpend it in idleneſs and wickedneſs, but that you may 


renew your ſtrength, learn your duty, and enjoy the 


delight which Gop, who bleed as well as ſanctiſied 
the SaBBATH-DAx, has provided for his people. 
Br.e88xD, ſays the Lox, is the man who doeth this, 


and that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and 


keepeth his hand from doing evil. Iſaiah lvi. 2. If thou 


turn thy foot from the Sabbath from doing thine own 
pleaſure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, 


the holy of the LoRD, honourable ; and ſhalt honour him, 
not doing thine own ways; or Ia thine own pleaſure, 
nor ſpeaking thine own words; (or employing thyſelf 
in worldly bufineſs or pleaſure) then ſhalt thou delight 
thyſelf in the LokD ; the mouth of the Lok D hath ſpo- 
ken it, Iiaiah lviii. 13, 14. | 
Theſe are ſome of the many promiſes of Him who 
knows better than we can poſfibly do, what will give 
our hearts the higheſt delight, and whoſe word may 
ſafely be relied on—you muſt, however, remember 
that theſe promiſes are made only to thoſe who ſhew 
themſelves. willing to be Gop's people, by Keeping 
the Sabbath holy. | | FLY 
You may aſſure yourſelves that there are no pleaſures 
to be found in this world, equal to thoſe which ariſe 
from the religious obſervance of the Sabbath-Day ; 
and if you once get into a habit of keeping it holy, 
you will never wiſh to paſs it in a profane wicked 
manner; you will find, by the peace and comfort you 
will enjoy on it, that Gop hath really bleſſed it. 
With what delight do fincere worſhippers go to 


the Houſe of God! with what humility do. they bow 


down before him! how tervently do they implore his 
favour and protection] how heartily do they bleſs and 

raiſe his holy name! with what attention do they 
3 to the inſtruction of the preacher! what pious 
reſolutions do they form ! how cheerfully do they re- 


turn to their homes, aſſured of receiving the bleſſin 


they have aſked ; becauſe Gon has promiſed them in 
the Scriptures! how peacefully do they. cloſe their 
3 e eyes 


CSI 


eyes at night! how calm are their ſlumbers! how re- 
freſhed do they ariſe in the morning to purſue their 
labours! for ſix days will they do all manner of work. 
that is required of them, longing for the return of 
that day which is eſteemed by them the beſt of all 
the ſeven !—Thelſe are ſome of the advantages which 
are enjoyed by the people of God; that is to 1ay, 
thoſe who honour him as their Creator and Governor, 


. But true CHRISTIANS are not only the PEOPLE of 


Gop, He allows them a nearer relation; He owns 
them as his CHILDREN, for the ſake of CHRIST, 
who came into the world to redeem mankind from 
ETERNAL DEATH, and purchaſe for them Ev ER» 
LASTING HAPPINESS, N 5 
Before CHRIST left the world he commanded that 
all perſons ſhould be baptized in the name of the 
8 AT HER, SON, and Hol Gos r, the only true 
OD, . 41 | 
Being baptized in this name, ſignifies inliſting in 
the ſervice of Gop, by promiſing and vowing to tub- 
mit to him and obey him. Every one of you, ſoon 
after your birth, were baptized, or chriſtened, and 
were, by that holy ſacrament, made Chriſtians; and, 
as Chriſtians, members of CHRIST, children of Gon, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. | 
By a member of CHRIST is meant one belonging to 
the church or religion of Chriſt, A child of Gop 
ſignifies one who is taken into. favour. with Gop, 
and allowed to look up to him as a Heavenly 
FaTHER, for protection and ſuſtenance: here, and 
everlaſting happineſs hereafter. An inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven is one who has a right and title to 
a place in the kingdom of heaven, beſtowed upon 
him as a child of Gon. 1 £3 3 ids Ag 
When you firſt came into the world you had not 
ſenſe and reaſon enough to underſtand, what thoſe 
who, enter into the Chriſtian CovENANT are re- 
quired to promiſe and. vow; but as our SAviou ſaid, 
when on earth, Suffer little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them. not, Mark x. 14, the office of Infant 
Baptiſm is provided in the Chriſtian church, for 
bringing little children unto CHRIS, ox into his re- 
„„ AZ n ligion; 
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FB 
hgionz and, according to this office, ſome perſons 
who had themſelves. been made, in their infancy, 
members of Chriſt's church, took upon them to an- 
ſwer for you; and the promiſe and vow they made in 
your name, you are bound to perform ; becauſe, unleſs 


you do thoſe things which they engaged you ſhould do, 


o 
4 


you cannot be Chriſtians. 


Your godfathers and godmot lers, or the perſons who 
anſwered for you, promiſed and vowed three things 
in your name: _ , 
Firſt, That you ſhould renounce the Devil and all his 
works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, 
and all the 4 * lufts of the 2755 f 
Secondly, That you ſhould believe all the articles of 
the Chriſtian faith. 55 
Thirdly, That you ſhould keep Gop's holy will and 
commandments, and wall in the. ſame all the days of 
S | 
By 8 the Devil is meant reſolving not 
to do thoſe wicked things by” which people make 
themſelves ſlaves to the- Devil; ſuch as Sabbath- 
breaking, lying, ſtealing, ſwearing, drunkenneſs, &c. 
By renouncing the pomps and vanities of the world 


is meant, reſolving not to ſet your minds upon the 


from Gon, and your future ſtate; or to deſire any 
thing unſuitable to your ſtation. * 
Believing all the articles of the Chriſtian faith ſig- 
nifies having a firm belief, and thorough perſuaſion, 
that what is taught by our Sa vIouRk and his apoſtles, 
in the New Teſtament, is true. | | 
By keeping Gop's holy will and commandments, and 
walking in them, is meant that you ſhould be ready 
to do the will of Gop rather than to follow the in- 


pleaſures of this life, ſo as to take your ey. off 
1 


clinations of your own heart, and make the com- 


mandments of Gop the rules for all your actions, ſo 
as to live according to them to the end of your 


hives, 


If, in your infancy, you had poſſeſſed reaſon ſuffi- 
cient to underſtand the nature and privileges of the 


Chriſtian covenant, and the temptations to which you 


would be expoſed in the world, gladly would every 
N * 23 
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one of you r in your eum name to re- 


munce, or not yield. your minds to be ruled by that 


wicked Spirit, who is the great enemy to mankind, 


and would ruin them all, by bringing eternal death 
upon them—willingly would you, have engaged not 
to ſet your affections on the tranſient pleaſures of 
a life which. flies away like a ſhadow, and ſoon comes to 
an end, like a tale that is told without heſitation would 
| you have promiſed to believe all that the Scriptures: 
teach concerning CHRIsT your REDEEMER, and your | 
ſalvation from eternal death —and readily would you 
have engaged to keep Gon's holy will and command 
ments, and walk in the ſame all the days of your life; 
for it muſt have appeared to you the height of folly 
to decline entering into an engagement which offered 
ſuch advantages to you - you would not then have diſ- 
dai ned to become a member of CaxrIsT'schurch—you 
would not have ſcorned an offer from the great = | 
of Heaven and Earth, to adopt you for his sos 
DAUGHTERS—you would not have refuſed à title to 
a crown of glory and everlaſting life and happineſs; 
neither will you like to be deprived of them, when you 
ſee others going to be put in poſſeſſiun of the inherit - 
ance of the children of Gop, Why, then, now that 
you are come to years of diſcretion, are you unmind- 
ful of your coy ENANT?—Becauſe you do not accuſ- 
tom yourſelves to think of it, but ſet all your affec- 
tions on earthly things, or preſume too much on the 
mercy of Go. Eel $620 
| You very well know that, in the common affairs 
of this life, whoever belongs to any ſociety is 1 8 | 
to comply with the rules and regulations of it; a 
that whoever breaks through them, forfeits his 15 
leges as a member, In like manner, if you would en- 
joy the privileges of the Chriſtian covenant, you muſt 
live as a member of CHRIST's church ought to live; 
you muſt act as becomes a child of Gop, or you will 
forfeit your eternal inheritance, | ; 
Is it right, think you, for the members of a church, 
or ſociety of Chriſtians, who are required by their 
holy proſeſſion to aſſemble and meet together, to ſtay 
away from the public aſſemblies, as the manner of 
5 | A4 ÞY many 


| FRF... - 
many is? Should children of God diſobey the com- 
mand of their HEAVENLY FATHER Should heirs 
to aneternal inheritance part with it without regret? 
If anyone of you had entered into a covenant with 
our fellow- creatures, according to the laws of the 
and, you would think yourſelf under an obligation 
to fulfil your part of it. Why, then, ſhould any of 
you think yourſelves at liberty to break your cove- 
nant with Goo? Why ſhould you ſet at nought the 
SAaviouR who ſealed this covenant with his blood? 
When he had done ſo he arofe from the dead, and 
took poſſeffion of the kingdom provided for the faith - 
ful ſervants of Gop.— In Apam all died; for he 
d, and brought death upon all his race but CHRIS 
fulfilled the will of Gop in the ſame nature; and 'in 
HIM all are made alive. 1 Cor. xv. 22. As ſurely 
as CHRIST is rifen, ſo ſurely will every one belonging 
to human nature rife from the deal. 
Vour Redeemer is gone up into HEAVEN, to pre- 
pare a place for all thoſe who truſt in him as a Sa- 
vlou R, and ſtrive to do the will of their RKAVENLY 
FATHER.— At the end of the world he will come 
again in t glory, and all his holy angels with 
him. The trumpet will ſound, and the dead will be 
raiſed incorruptible and immortal, no more ſubject to 
die and moulder in the duſt, but to live for ever either 
in kappineſs or miſery.— Then will the ELECT, that is 
to ſay, the members of CHRIST, who have endeavoured 
to live up to their Chriſtian profeſſion, the children of 
Gop, who ſtrove to do the will of their HE AVENLY 
FATHER, hear with joy too great for words to de- 
{cribe, the invitation of their LoxDd and Saviour, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom, prepared 
for you fromthe foundation of the world ! And thoſe who 
have deſpiſed his covenant will hear, with anguiſh of 
mind beyond expreſſion, the dreadful ſentence, De- 
part from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the Devil and his angels; and theſe ſhall go away into 
everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous into life eter- 
nal. Matt. xxv. 34, 41, 46. MLS 
If you wiſh to be among the number of the bleſſed 
conſider what is neceſſary to be done by you, in arder | 
CHESS tw 


to ſecure your ſalvation, Do you think you N . 
admittance into HEAVEN, by breaking the poſitive 


command of Gov ?—and has he not ſaid, RBxAEN- 


BER TUE nen, TO KEEP IT HOLY? 


Exodus xx. 8. 


It has been promiſed for you that you ſhould re- 
nounce the Devil and all his works, the pomps and vani- 
ties of this wicked world, and all the jmful lufts of the 
Neſb; that you ſhould believe all the articles of the Chriſ- 
tian faith; and that you ſbould keep Gop's holy will and 
commandments, and walk in the ſame all the days of your 
Now reflect within yourſelves, who do thoſe re- 
nounce that break the SABBATH ? — Not the Devil 
ſurely No; but they openly renounce the great Gor 
of HEAVEN and EARTH ! Whole works do Sabbath-. 
breakers renounce, when they negle& to aſſemble with 
the people of Gop, to join in the ſweet work of 
prayer, praiſe, and thankſgiving ? Whoſe works do 
they do, when they ſpend in idle or wicked purſuits 
the whole, or part of that day which ſhould be em- 
ployed in improving themſelves in goodneſs, or in 
doing good to other? &. * 
Again, let me aſk, Can thoſe be ſaid to renounce the 
pomps and vanities of the world, who think only of the 
concerns of this life; who never look forward with 
deſire beyond the grave, to the bright regions of immor-. 
tal life? In reſpect to believing all the articles of the 
Chri/tian faith, how can you know theſe articles, un- 
leſs you read the Scriptures, and have them explained, 
which working people have very little leiſure to do, ex- 
cept on Sundays; therefore Sabbath-breakers amon 
them, can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed to have informe 
themſelves what Chriſtians are required to believe. 
Neither can Sabbath-breakers be ſaid to keep God's 
holy will and commandments, and walk in the ſame ALL 
the days of their lives; becauſe it is the will of God 
that the Sabbath-day ſhould be kept holy; and one day 
in ſeven, at leaſt, they do not walk in his command- 
ments, but directly contrary to them. They live as if 
_ rgot, inſtead of remembered, that he has bleſſed 
and ſanctiſied it; and the conſequences of their not 
6 Ee. | keeping 
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keeping the Sabbath holy are, that they fall into many 
Fade \ —_ a proper obſervance of that ſacred frakn 
would guard them againft, and ſo act contrary to their 
covenant many ways ; and by committing theſe ſins, 
they juſtly provoke Gop to withdraw his good provi-; 
ace: from them, without which no one can. be ſafe 

* e eee ee eee 
day be put in poſſeſſion of an eternal inheritance in 
heaven, merely becauſe you have been baptized, and 
borne the name of Chriſtians. None will be acknow- 
ledged as members of CHRIS and children of Gon but 
_ thoſe who have done the will of their-upAveNLY 
FATHER, as it is taught in the Scriptures..-To 
athers our Lord will ſay, Depart from me, I never knew 


you ! + ole tf E114 e Yom 4 4 | 

Be not diſcouraged from entering on à religious 
courſe of life, by thinking it is full of difficulties, 
The ways of religion are ways of pleaſantneſt, and all 
her paths are peace. Remember your Lord's words; 
Gome unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
(or who ſuffer hardſhips in this preſent life) come unto. 
me, and I will give you reft.—(One day in ſeven, at. 


leaſt, you may entirely reſt from labour) Take my yoke 


A learn of me, for [am meek and letuly in heart. 
(Submit to the doctrines, and imitate the example, of 
Jour Saviour: bear the troubles you meet with pa- 
tiently; live among your fellow-creatures with meek- 
neſs; be contented in your lowly-ſtate;. for your Loꝝ v 
hath faid, if ſuch be your diſpoſition) ye ſhall find reſt 
_ unto your ſouls ; for my yoke is eaſy, and my burden is 
light. tt. xi. 28, 29, 30. 5 | 
Be perfuaded, then, all you who have lived con- 
trary to the ſolemn engagement made in your name 
at your baptiſm, as you value your ETERNAL 8AL-> 
VATION, as you wiſh for peace of mind in this world, 
to live henceforth according to the Chriſtian covenant: 
Examine your own hearts; and whatever fins you 
have lived in the practice of, reſolve to forſake. You 
have a merciful F 2 in „ draw on — 
. ſincere repentance, will forgive you all that is paſt. 
You have a kind and benevolent Sa vioux, who will 
3 4 again 


En) | 

in regard you as members of hit churth, if you will 
— — 2 your owe profeſſion: nay, he 
will do more; he will the Srixir or Gon into 
your hearts, to purify them, to ſtrengthen your good 
reſolutions, to ſanctify or make you holy, and to en- 
able you to do the will of your HEAVENLY FATHRR. 

Come, then, without delay! Do not let another. 
SABBATH paſs away unimproved! Where can you 
begin the work of reformation ſo well as in the Houſe 
of Gop ? Life is uncertain; you may not live till the 
next return of that holy day: Come, then, like the 


returning Prodigal in the Goſpel, and fay, FA THERA, 
T have finned againſt heaven and in ty fight, and am us 
more worthy to be called thy ſon.— While you are yet 
afar off, your Father ſeeth you, for to him althearts-: 
are open, and he is ready to beſtow on you that par- 
don and peace which your Saviour purchaſed for re- 


penting ſinners with his moſt precious blood. © 


In addition to your own prayers, you will have. 
thoſe of the miniſter and congregation, and doubt 


not but that they will be heard in your behalf; for. 


Chriſtians are encouraged to pray for one another. 
All of you wiſh for the notice of your ſuperiors, 
and during your continuance in this world, it is of 


conſequence to you to obtain it; put yourſelves in 


their way, then, by coming to thoſe aſſemblies where 
rich and poor ſhould meet together, to worſbip the Ma- 


KER of them ALL ; to honour the Saviour who died 


for them ALL; and to implore the aid of the Holy 


Spirit, which is promiſed to all who aſk for it. On 


no day are your ſuperiors ſo likely to attend to 
2 as on the Sabbath. Some of you, I fear, will 

egin to make excuſes, and will ſay, you cannot go to 
church, becauſe your clothes are not good enough 
but recollect, that the LoR ſeeth not as man ſeeth; for 
man (or a worldly- minded perſon) looketh at the out- 
ward appearance, but the Loxp looketh at the HRA RT. 


I Sam. xvi, 7. The heart, then, is the principal thing 


to be attended to by thoſe who go to appear before 
Gop: do not think of your apparel, but ſan&ify 


yourſelves, every SABBATH-Dar, by refolving to 


Paſs the whole of it in a religious manner, Seek the - 


kingdom 
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parents, * one can go to the Houſe of God in the 
| morning, and 


( 12 ) 3 | | | 
of God and kis righteouſneſs, and all things ne- 


kingdom | 
2% afar for you will be added unto you-—come'-unto God, 
. and. 


will come unto you in bleſſings :—He will bleſs 
the labours of your hands—w1ll enable you to earn 
bread for yourſelves and families; or, if he ſees fit to 
bring ſickneſs upon you, he will aſſuredly raiſe up 
friends to affiſt you: Caſt your care upon Gon, then, 
for one day in ſeven, at leaſt, and forego thoſe occu- 
pations by which you earn your daily bread, that you 
may be at leiſure to keep his commandment ; and be 
ſure to endeavour to root out of your hearts all that 
is offenſive to a HoLY God; envy, hatred, malice, 
and the love of finful pleaſures. Before the Sabbath 
arrives, waſh your linen, and make your other gar- 
ments as decent as you can; then, be your clothes 
ever ſo mean, fear not that Gon will deſpiſe you; he 


will, on the contrary, look with the more kindneſs on 


ou, for not ſuffering pride to _— you from his 
ſe. Your Savio will not deſpiſe your mean 
appearance; for he humbled himſelf, and came on 


earth in a ſtate of poverty.:—He encouraged the poor 
to follow him while on earth, and never turned his ear 
From any poor man. He choſe for his conſtant com- 


anions, not the rick and great of the earth, but men 


in lowly ftations,—Before he left the world, he com- 


manded that the Goſpel ſhould be preached to the Pook ; 
and doubt not, but, that if you will but come to hear 
it read and explained, he will be preſent to bleſs you; 
for he 'has ſaid Where two or three are gathered 
together. in my name, there am I in the midſt of them. 
att. xviii. 20. Neither will any ſincere Chriſtian 
deſpiſe you; on the. contrary, they will regard you 
with brotherly love and compaſhon, and ſome among 
them may find means to help your neceſſities, which 
may never come to the knowledge of many who are 
the moſt able to relieve them, if you abſent your- 
ſelves from public worſhip. Ms na 
Others will perhaps ſay, they are ſo encumbered 
with a family of young children, that they cannot 
poſfibly leave their houtes. But if a family has two 


the other in the afternoon, and look 
- e after 


* 
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after the children by turns or neighbours may do 
this kind office for one another; for you do not live 
in a ſolitary place, but in a neighbourhood, where all 
might enjoy great advantages by helping each other, 
if all were diſpoſed to be friendly and good - natured. 
Some may plead the infirmities of old age, as an 
excuſe for not attending divine worſhip ; but let the 
aged remember, that their preſent life draws near to 
a concluſion, and therefore they ſhould make the moſt 
of the time that remains to ſecure their entrance into 
LIFE ETERNAL, Neither let the YouNG preſume 
on their youth; for many are carried to an early 
rave. Others will ſay, they are obliged to labour 

o hard in the week. at their daily occupations, that 
they are under the neceſſity of waſhing their linen 
and doing all kinds of domeſtic bufineſs on a Sunday. 
Let ſuch perſons aſk themſelves whether it can be 
reaſonably thought, that an all wiſe and good Gor 
- would give a command to all kinds of people to keep 
the Sabbath-Day holy, without intending to allow 


them leiſure to obey it lf they think he would not 


act ſo inconſiſtently, let them not fear to accept of the 
reft he has kindly allotted them; and, inſtead of work=- 
ing over-hours, to get a little more money, let them 
employ thoſe hours in their family buſineſs; this. 
would anſwer better to them than robbing Gop and 
themſelves, as thoſe certainly do who add the Sab- 
bath to their working-days. It is a very miſtaken 
notion to ſuppoſe that they promote their worldly in- 
tereſt by ſo doing. The human body will not bear 
continual labour, without wearing out the faſter.— 
Refting-days are abſolutely neceſſary; amd thoſe whodo 
not take them bring old age upon them before its time, 
and many infirmities; and when they come to the end 
of life, will find that they have been loſers, rather than 
gainers, by not reſting on the SakRATH. Obey, then, 
the COMMAND oF Gon, I entreat you, and make the 
SABBATH a day of holy reſt, and truſt to Him who 
has ſan#tified it, that whatever time you give up for 
his ſake, he will pay you for in BLEssSINGs$ here, and in 
the world to come with EVERLASTING LIFE. Some 
may very likely ſay, that they read the Bible and 
= | other 


ä ( 44 ) 
other books at home, and do no worldly buſi- 
neſs; but this is not ſufficient ; they ſtill neglect to do 
lic honour to their MAKER and RepaemR, and 
to ſet a good example to their families; nor can it be 
ä thought that unlearned people can underfland the 
Seni runs ſo well hy themſelves, as by hearing them 
explained by thoſe who have been brought up as 
1 TEACHERS, Ws | 
In ſhort, no reaſonable excuſe can be made by thoſe 
'who are well enough to go, or are not detained by 
their neceſſary attendance on the ſick, and theſe are 
only occaſional hindrances, and if real, will not be 
regarded byGop as breaking the Sabbath; for we are 
commanded to do good on the Sabbath-Day.— But let 
every one who makes theſe pretences for ſtaying 
away from public worſhip take eſpecial care that they 
are well founded; remembering that, however they 
may impoſe upon their fellow-creatures, they can- 
not deceive God; and that, in every thing they do, 
they ſhould act from ſuch motives as He will ap- 
prove; ſuch as they ſhall not be afraid to have brought 
dodut againſt them at the Day oF JUDGMENT, when 
by. . the ſecrets of all hearts will be revealed; and Ro-“ 
= RITES (or falſe pretenders to religion) will be put to 
| 1 ſhame before EN and ANGELS. 
| ; 
[ 


In thus perſuading you to attend public worſhip, 
and — your attendance there a condition for 
your partaking certain gifts, your friends, have 
nothing in view but your happineſs; it con- 
cerns their own only, as fellow-chriſtians, who wiſh 
to ſee all who bear that honourable title fulfilling the 
duties of their profeſſion, and enjoying the inward ſa- 
tis faction which none but Chriſtians know. We wiſh 
you to lay hold on the bleſfings which CHRIST has 
purchaſed for all. -We wiſh you to poſſeſs the peace 
of God in this world, and to ſhine forth in glory in 
the world to come. Do but put yourſelves in the way 
of learning your duty, and you will know how to at- 
tain theſe ends.—If you think it worth your while to 
labour for the meat that periſbethᷣ, ſurely it is worth 
while to labour for that meat which endureth unto ever- 
laſting life, which the Sox or Gon ſhall give you; that 
1 | 5 18 
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If the gifts-of men are ſo valuable to you that you 
are _ _ them, why will you ſlight the 
greater gifts which Gon has to beſtowꝰ Why are 
you unthaniful for thoſe he affords you? —Remem- 
ber, that to him you are indebted for all things: 
your life, your health, your eye-fight, your hearing, 
the uſe of your limbs, your food and raiment, all ave 
the gifts of Gop,—He has, moreover, given his Sox 
to die for you, and, for his fake, will give you 0 don 
and peace, and happineſs without end, if you wil ut 
ſeek them properly. There is no Lee famine 
here, as in many places, where the SCRIPTURES are 
as yet.unknown.—You need not run ro and fro, 55 
the eaſt even to the weſt, to ſeek the word of the Lon p. 
Amos xii. 13. The word of God is not hidden from 
you, neither —— far off : " is not in n you 
ſhould ſay, go up for us into heaven, ng 
it — x that "or me fear end do _ 3 is it be- 
the ſea, that you ſhould ſay, will go over the 
„ it unto us, that we may hear and 
Ado it; but it is very nigh unto you (and may be) in 
your mouths, and in your hearts, that ye may db it. 
Deut. xxx. 11, 12, 13, I4, — There are places 
of publick worſhip, in which the Scriptures are 
mol and explained. Your minifters are regu- 
lar in their attendance on the ordinances of Gop; 
they are zealous. for your adyancement in piety, and 
ready in times of ſickneſs and health, to viſit the 
reſt among 3 and admontſh you at your own 
ouſes—they diſperſe good books among you—in 
thort, nothing neceſſary for your inſtruction is want- 
ing, if you are not wanting to yourſelves; therefore, 
at the LAST DAY, you will have no excuſe for i 
gras becauſe you might have known your duty if you 
would. . 
But let us hope that you will avail yourſelves, in 
future, of the happy advantages you poſſeſs; that you 
will come before the preſence of Gop with thankſgiving, 


and enter into tis courts with praiſe; that you will, 
with your children, lift up holy hands to the Givss © 
of all good things; and that you will ſet in your 
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Z of the world, by receiving * 
/ in/fituted in -. 
„„ Temembranceyf his meritorious death. After à courſe 
ol life ſpent in this manner; you will cloſe your eee 

An peace, full of hope of à glorious reſurrectn; ou¹m 
ewill be ready, when the trumpet ſhall ſound, to put 
on incorruption and immortality; to meet your Lox v with _ 
joy; to receive a CROWN'OF GLoxx; to join the het 
aſſembly ef sAIN TS and AnETLSs; and to dwell for ever 
in the PRESENCE or Go, where is fulneſs of joy an 
| fore I conclude, let nie admoniſh you to think, 
| whenever you. approach Gop's Housz, what place 
j |  . + you are going to:enter—aſk yourſelf n 
uw *hobaye; if you. were ſure of ſeeing Gop there face to 
= face? —As ſoon. as you enter, pray for the help of 
Wo. Ale Holy SPIRIT, that the zvords of your mouth, and 
n meditations. of your hearts, may be ſuch as G 
ill approug. Liſten very attentively to every word 
you bear; join properly in the ſervice; and, depend 
upon it, you will find both benefit and delight in the 
exeręiſe of prayer, praiſe, and thankſgiving. While 
vou are at home, keep in mind that it is the Sa B- 
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Ark, and let your actions and converſation be inno- 


cent and harmleſs; ſuch as will not profane that day, 5 
which Th Lotd has choſen for himſelf; or rob any 


living creature of that reſt and comfort; which the 
CxxAxron has mercifully given to MAU and BEAST, 
Sat i 97 18 A 33 l fr; F 
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